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Grrectings from the Chair

I am pleased 1w send vou this temth  annual
Department of Humian Geneties Newsletter, and T Teok
forwird to seemg many of you at the .'1111111“' gatherng
te be held on Friday evenimg, Octeber 22, 1999, during
the Amencan Sociely of Human Genetics meetings m
San Franesco,

Fhe rervitions are m Tull swing and, at 1umes, the
[repartment loaks more hke o construction site than o
pescareh Facility, The sound of the jackhammer 18 heard
throughout the land and large equipment rumbles
outside our windows. 'Two sigmificant floads in Medical
Soiences 11 have not divmished our desire {or nes
space. The Buhl Building stands gutted, but connected

Lo Med Sei 1, and we look forward 1o the completion of

Phase | by nest summer.  The admimstrative offices,
conlerence room, classroom, hibrary, and dry labs for
our quantitative geneneists, plus state-of-the-art animal
facilities in the basement, will all occupy the new Buhl
Phise [T will see renovation of new labs for Cielehrier,

Cilover, Meisler and Moran on the fourth level of

Medical Sciences 11, plus renovations on the third level,

Last June, George Hrewer hosted a national meeting
of the Wilson's Disease Asspciation, which  was
highlighted by the announcement of & gift of over 81 M
1o establish the Morton S, and Henrietta K. Sellner
Professorship in Human Geneties.  This @ifl recogmaes
George's pioneering efforts to develop & safe and
effective therapy [or Wilson's disease. Maiched by
$750,000 from the Dean's Dffice, this mft establishes

the first endowed chair n our Department

Jeff Chamberlain, whose work on gene therapy for
Duchenne muscular  dystrophy  continues 10 move
toward climcal tmals, has been named the Intenm
Direetor of the Center for Gene Therapy al Michigan
David Burke and his colleagues in Engineermg are,
according to the Associated Press, "developmg a device
that is powerful enough to analyze DNA samples m
minutes and small enough to fit m your pocket” Therr
paper in Seience last fall, dn Integrated Nanoliter DNA
Analysis Device, reports exeiting progress in this effort,

Jefl Chamberlain and Didi Robins were promoted to
Professor of Human Genetics, and Tom Gillover was
promoted to Professor of Human Genetics, along with
Prolessor of Pediatrics and Commumicable Diseases.

Comings and Goings

As 1 write this, we look forward to the Tashian Fest
on October 16, honoring Dick Tashian alter 42 years on
our facufty, | hope that many of vou will beable t jom
us for this festive oceasion and attend the exeellent
symposim, During the past yvear, George Brewer hegan
a three-year phased furlough after 34 vears on our
faculty. 1 have just celebrated 25 years on the faculty af
Michigan, almost hall of them as chaw of this
Pepartment. Chao-Zhang Song, Assistanl Research
Scientsl, has taken o posiion at the University ol
Washington, Seattle,

Numerically Speaking

Our faculty numbered 27 in 1998-99, including
cight professors (three joint); len associate professors
(five qoant), four assistant professacs (three joint), bwo
primary research faculty, one lecturer and two clineal
matructons, Four DFrmertus  faculty  {two o achive)
complenzent this group. Our eleven tenure track faculty
with primary appotntments in Human Genetics: were
awarded almost 56 M in direct cost funding during this
past vear and have-another S10 M pending. All of our
faculty are tunded and support, on averags, 50% of then
salaries on external funds.  The Department  lad
400 students dunng this past year, including four in the
MSTP, cight in the Graduate Program in Genetic
Counseling, and four masters students.  Expenses fod
student nunon, stipends: and GradCare totaled over
2300,000. In addition o Human CGenetics students, we
have four OMB students, meluding one in the MSTP,
and one Neuroscience student performing  thesis
research in Departmental laboratories

Administration

The administrative staft was challenged this vear
with the implementation of M-Pathways {a new
financial management system for the entire University),
planning for ¥2K. and the plannuing and implementation
of lab renovations and mewves wto  swing space,
Linda Peasley and her staff’ have processed 27 grant
applications this past vear and continue to provide a
superh service 10 a research-intensive department.



Awards and Honors

Gieorge DBrewer was clected President of the
Intermnational Society for Trace Element Research in
Humans and received the Raulin Award, the highest
honor given by this Society, for a lifetime of trace
element research. He delivered the Raulin Address at
the annual meeting of the Secicty i Lyons, France. In
October, Wendy Ublmann begins her tenure as the
President of the Natonal Society of Genetic Counselors,
David Ginsburg  received the 1999 Distinguighed
Faculty Lectureship Award from the University, and
David Burke was selected for a Faculty Recognition
Award, Lz Pelty received a Gender Equity Award n
Medical Student Teaching from the American Medical
Women's  Association, John  Moeran won the
Postdoctoral Basie Science Research Award at Jast fall's
American  Society ol Human  Geneties Meelings
Margit Burmeister was awarded a Humbold Fellowship
for her sabbatical leave at the Max Planck Insutute,
Berlin,  Francis Celling received the 1999 Arthur
Flemming Award for Public Service,

Based on academic performance, Michael Glynn
was the recipient of this year's James V. Neel
Fellowship, and David Buchner, the Howard Cramer
Family Fellowshup,

Crradiate Education

Minam Meisler has completed 13 years as the
Director of Gradoate Studies for the Department, and
George Brewer has completed 7 years as Dircctor of
Admissions.  They will be replaced by the tandem of
ndi Robins and David Burke, who will share these two
duttes. This fall, we welcome the first class admitted
through the Program o Biomedical Sciences.  The
Human (ienetics first semester core course, HG341, will
bic modified 1o serve as one of the core courses for the
new PIBS Program. and Didi Robins was invelved m
the planming of & new course on gene expression for
FIBS. Diane Baker gwided the Genetic Counseling
Program through the accreditation process, resultng in
full acereditation for six vears, the longest term granted
by the American Board of Genetic Counseling, Along
with colleagues Wendy Uhlmann and Jane Schuetie, she
wrote and edited a textbook., 4 Guide o Genetic
Counseling, that was published thas year by John Wiley
The book has become an mstant success and will
certainly be the preeminent text in this profession
Jeff Innis directed the Medical Genetics Residency
Progrim through its first acereditation site visit, and 1
am confident that this Propram will be duly recognized
and certified.

Five of our stdents completed thewr doctoral
training during this past year. Jason Moore (Sing lab,
"Genetic Analyses of Dynamic Quanttative Trans") 1s

now an Assistant Professor at Vanderbilt University
Medical School. George Pappas (Trent lab, "Genotypic
and Phenotypic Analysis of Malignant Melanoma;
Analvsis of Gene Expression Patterns”) 15 a postdoctoral
fellow at the National Human Genome Research
Institute.  Laura Post (Inmis lab, "The Phenotyme and
Molecular Consequences of 4 Hoxaldy Mutation in
Hypodactyly Mice") 15 a postdoctoral fellow at
Vanderbilt University. Frank Probst (Camper lab,
"Idenufication and Chamactenzation of Myol5, A New
Deafness Gene”) has returned to UM Medical Schoal to
vomplete the final two years of medical traming as an
MSTP student.  Tony Yang (Ginsburg lab, "Cellular
(Ingins and Function of Murine Coagulation Factor V")
has also returned o UM Medical School o fuush lus
final two years of medical schoaol.

Four penctic counsehing  students  pradunted  in
December. Trudy Cavanagh has jomed the Prenatal
Diagnostic Program at Mercy Hospital in Chicaga,
Amy Parsons 15 a member of the Reproductive Genelics
Program at Kaiser, San Diego, CA.  Kara Helin s
managing two positions with the Bastern Virgin
Medieal School and the Tidewater Perinatul Center in
Norfolk, VA, Shannon Wiltse has been employed
locally at St. Joseph's Mercy Hospital to start-up their
new Prenatal Diagnostue Program.,

In addition, we had 28 undergraduates rotate
through primary  faculty labs and 25 postdoctoral
fellows in Departmental laboratories durmg this past
year.

In Closing...

These are exemting times at the University of
Michigan. Under the leadership of President
Lee Bollinger, the University has begun a Life Scicnces
Initiative, committing $200 M to construction of new
buildings for research and education and the recruitment
of 40 new faculty. The creation of the "Institute for the
Study of Biological Complexity and Human Values”
offers exciting opportumities for developments m the
study of complex genetics. The Biostatistics Center,
headed by Mike Boehnke i the School of Public
Health. and the new Bioinformatics Program, headed hy
Michael Savageau, Chair of the Department of
Microbiology and Immunology, offer further
opportumtics for collaborative development 1n this area.
Finally, we are fortunate that the University of Michigan
Health Center, unlike many academic health centery
around the country, is fnancially sound and successful,
and, under the leadership of Executive Vice President,
Gil Omenn, and Dean Allen Lichter, has committed to
using these resources to further develop acadenuc
programs.  As the Medical School celebrates s
sesquicentential, the School 1s poised for exciting tmes



to come in the new millennium. Human Geneties will
certainly play an important role in these developments

We  appreclate your conuinued  support.  both
finaneial for the Neel and Cramer Endewments, and
your help in directing students 1o our programs. [ am
pleased o share this year's news of the Department with
you and | hope 1o see many ol you at the Amencan
Sectety of Human Genetics Mectings in San Francisco

With best regards,

smeerely,

Tt q%zf;

I homas 1 Gelehrter, MDD
Professor and Char

Faculty Activities

Diane Baker wis an dnvited speaker ot the Regon 1V
National Socicty of Genetic Counselors Meeting, and serves
ag o member of the Bducation Planning Commuittee of the
University of Michigan Mealth Center's Strategie Planning
Process,

George Brewer was appointed to the Natonal Research
Council's Committee o review  the EPA's  maximum
contaminani level poal for copper in drinking water He 18 the
Assoeiate Editor of the American Jowrnal of Hematology, and
serves on the Editorial Boards of Progress e Clinical and
Bialopicad Resenrch, The Journal of Trace Elements
Laperimental Medicie, and Stochemical Genenics

David Burke was an invited speaker and a session Chadr at
the Natonal Insttwe on Awing Workshop on Genenc
Epidemiology of Agmg . He continues to serve on the
Genome Research Reéview Commuttee of the Natonal Human
Genome Rescarch Institute, and on the Editonal Board of
Crerome Research.

Margit Burmeister serves on the Editorial Board of
Mammalian Genonre. She was the chair of the Mouse
Chromosome 10 Committee and has become a permanent
member of the Communications Disorders Review Committec
of the Mational Institule on Deafness end Communication
Drhisorders.

Sally Camper is a member of the NTH Mammalian Genetes
Study Section, and serves on the Editorial Boards of
Moltecular  Endocrimelogy,  Mammalion Genome, and
Crepomicy.  She is the Associate Director of the Program i
Biomedical Sciences (PIBS) and direers the Transgenic
Ammal Core TFacility, which has now provided almost
3,000 founder animals for 75 invesupators from 20 U of M
departments and 13 outside instntions,

Jeffrey Chamberlain  was an anviled speaker ar the
International Union of Biochenustry and Molecular Biology
Conference on the Biochemistry of Health and Dhisease in
lerusalem, at the French Muscular Dystrophy meeling in
Paris, and at the annual meeting of the American Society of
Brochermstry and Molecular Biology.,  Jefl serves on the
Eduorial Boards of Gene Therapy, Genome Research, Human
Molecular Genetics, Newromuscular Disovders, Jowrnal of
Crene Medicme, Moleenfar Therapy and Genenre Medenne
He 15 o member of the Cell Development and Function 5
Study Scction, and s also on the Scentific Advisory
Commuttee of the Muscular Dystrophy Association and the
Board of Directors of the Amencan Society for Gene Therapy,

Eric Fearon presented invited lectures in Tokyo and al the
Dana Farber Cancer Institute, Boston. Erie is 4 member ol the
Board of Scientific Advisors of the Mationnl Cineer Institule,
and on the Scientific Advisory Comeittee of the Damon
Runvon Walter Winchell Cancer Rescarch Fund, He 15 also
Adsocite [ditor of the Sonraad of Clinical Dwvestieaton,
Cancer Research, and Clinical Cancer Research.

Philip Gape was elected o the Advisory Conmitiee on
Primary Research Appointments, Promaotions, and Titles,

Thomas Gelehrter presented mvited leciures o Brussels and
Leuven, Belgiam, and at the Institur Posteur, Pans:  He 15 a
member of the Fditonal Board of the Jowrnal of Riological
Chemispry, a member of the Councl of the International
Society of Fibrinolysis and Froteolyss, and of the Socal,
Ethical, and Legal tssues Committee of the Amencan College
of Medical Genenes

David Ginsburg was an invieed lecturer at the Nordic
Synposium on Willebrand Disease in Alund, in Hamarmatsu,
Jzpan, and in Amsterdam. He is Deputy Editor of the Jeuwrna!
af Clinical Investigation, as well as a member of the Editorial
Boards of the American Jonrnal of Medicine, Thrombosis and
Haemostasis, Proceedings of the Assoctation af American
Physicians, and Biology  aof Blood and  Marrow
Transplantation. He is a member of the Board of Scientific
Counselors of the Nanonal Human Genome Rescarch
Institute, and s a member of the Advisory Comrmttes for the
I ife Seiences Imbiative:

Thomas Glaser was an wnvited speaker at Harvard Medical
School, and at a Euwropzan Unipn meeting in Vilnios,
Lithuania.

Thomas Glover was an mvited speaker at the 1998 ASHG
Meeting and 2t the Mayo Foundatien. He 15 a2 member of the
Research Adwisory Board of the March of Dimes Buth
Defects Foundanon, 15 an Associate Editor of the dmerican
Jowrnal of Human Genetics, and serves on the Editorial Board
of the American Journal of Medical Genetics.

Jerome Gorski was aninvited lecturer on the Molecular and
Developmental Genetics of Aarskoy Syndrome at a 7O0th
Birthday Synposium honoring Dr. Daghin Aarskdg in Becgen,
Norway, He is an Associate Editor of Genetics in Medicine
and a member of the Michigan State Departmient of Public
Health Genetics Advisory Commities,



Jeffrey Tomis presented  Pediatnes/Human Genenes Grand
Rounds at UCTA, and was an myited speaker at the
Asszocialion for Molecular Patholopy meeting.  Jeff 15 also o
Consulting Eduor of Pediatric Revearch.

Kotoko Kurachi presemted invited senunars i Toulouse,
France, and at several universities 1 Japan. He has completed
d ferm on the Biochemistry Smdy Section and 15 a member of
the Editoril Boards of  Biescrence, Borechnnlogy  and
Biochomisiry and Gene ThergmyMolecular Biology Ko s
alse on the extermal Advisory Board Tor Kyushu University an
Japan,

Myron Levine is o member of the selection committee for the
Wallenbery Lectureship, and s the Departmental represent-
atrve on the Sesquicentenmal Planning Comminee

Miriam Meisler presemed mvied lectores in London and
Harwell, LK. She continues as President of the International
Mammabian Crename Seciety and as o member of the Extemmal
Advigory Comnuiiee of the Mammahan Geneme Database st
the Juckson Laboratory, and has been appomnted 1w the
Advisory Council of the Natenal Instniute on Deafness and
Commumention isorders. She 18 an Assocuste Editer of
Crenonricy und on the Eduona] Board of Mabimalion Geneme

John Moran has been an mvited speaker ot NI, a1 Warwack,
Ulnited Kingdony, and i Brishane, Austalio.

Gil Omenn, Executive Vice Preswdent for Medical Affaus,
was the keynoler for the Conference on HealthCare 2004 on
"Genetic Medicime and st Romafications for Fulure Health
Care,"  He was elected 10 the Executive Commuitee ol
Funding First, the Lasker Trst supported orpanization
seckmp 1o sustam an increased funding path for NIH, and
appointed o the AAAS Commuttee on Court Appointed
Scientific Experts. He hosted the 1999 Insttute of Medicine
Regional Meeting, He s deeply mvolved m the University's
Lifer Sciences Imitiative and the Michigan Life Sciences
Research Corndor,

Elizabeth Petly presented an invited seminar at Queen's
University, Belfast, Northern Ireland, and was a keymote
speaker at the Michipan American Civil Libernies Lnion
Annual Meeting. She has compleied a two-vear term on the
State of Michigan Governor's Commission en Genenc Privacy
and Progress,

Diane Robins was an invited speaker st Rockefeller
University and at the University of Ulmeis. Dadi 15 2 member
of the Council for Extramural Grants of the Amencan Cancer
Soviety and 15 3 Review Panel member for the US Army's
Medical Research on Breast, Ovaman and Prostate Cencer.
She also serves on the Editorial Boards of The Jonrnal of
Bivdogical Chemtisery, Sterowds, and Genetica. Dhdl was
recently elected to the Advisory Commutice on Appomtments,
Promuotions, and Titles.

Jane Schuette 15 a member of the Genetie Adwvisory
Comnuttes far the state of Michigan

Charles Sing was an mvited speaker at the Umiversity of
Souwth Caroling and at the National Public Health Instiute in
Helsinkr, Finland, He serves on the Ednonal Boards of the

Jaurnal of Maolecular Medicine, and the American Journal of

Medical (enetics. He 15 a member of the commiltes on
Crenomuieys and  Multifactorial  Disease at the Center for
Bioethics, Chinical Rescarch [nstitutes of Montreal.

Anand Swaroop was an mvited speaker ar the [nternatonal
Symposium on Retinal Degeneration in the Black Forest,
Crermany. Heos a member of the Eduoral Review Hoard of
Moleeuwlar Vision and a2 member of the Genetics Commuttee,
The Foundation Fighting Blindness

Wendy Ublmann presented  an dovited  seminar ar the
Kornmanos Cancer [nstitute at Wayne State University, and s
on the Advisory Commuttee Tor the University of Mmnesola
Center for Bioethics,
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